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WRIA 2026 Election
From improvement projects at Memorial 
Hall and grounds—the heart of Galesville—
to community parties and gatherings, and 
from working to keep Galesville’s roads 
safe to working to protect our waterfront, 
the West River Improvement Association 
(WRIA) is there. Donations to the WRIA 
and Hall rentals pay for the upkeep of the 
historic building and grounds that hosts 
Galesville’s yard sales, holiday party, art 
classes, yoga classes, and more. The WRIA 
is the improvement association for all 
Galesville residents and residents of the 
local area. We are your improvement 
association.

That’s why we’re asking neighbors to 
consider joining the WRIA as a member: 
dues are $25 for individuals, $30 for a 
family, and $35 for a business. Take a role 
in your community’s improvement for 
generations to come, and join us today!

Want to take a more active role in the 
future of Galesville? WRIA board 
members commit to attending monthly 
meetings and join committees for the 
preservation and betterment of the village 
we call home.
The 2026 WRIA Board Members are
President: Buz Winchester 
Vice President: Collot Gerard
Treasurer: Holly Clark
Secretary: Mimi Calver
Joan Bell, John Cox, Cathy Oliver,
George Pavlik, Dottie Rodda, Rebecca 
Ruark, Steve Sharkey, Jody Shuart, and 
Mary Tod Winchester.

Inside this Edition WRIA General Meeting & Election

Willy Agee
Vice President for Operations
Chesapeake Bay Foundation
Photo to Adam Slote

Julie Luecke
Maryland Coastal Resource Scientist
Chesapeake Bay Foundation
Photo to Loren Barnett/CBF Staff

Speakers for General Meeting



Dear WRIA Members: 

	 Way back in the 1980’s I was asked by some of the 
village elders to serve on the West River Improvement 
Association Board of Directors. At the time I was in 
my mid-thirties and working in Annapolis. Mary Tod’s 
and my two sons were in high school and middle school 
respectively. I coached their soccer teams and was a 
lacrosse referee. I told the elders I was simply too busy to 
serve on the Board.

	 For those of us who were fortunate enough to know 
them, the elders—Jack Smith, Tom Tereshinski, and 
Virginia Wood—were dedicated to the community and 
could be quite persuasive. They told me that I certainly 
could spare an hour or two a month to help my close 
friends, relatives, and neighbors keep Galesville a vibrant 
community.  So, I agreed to serve on the Board and two 
years later was elected WRIA President.  A couple of 
decades later I was elected President again, and in 2023 
and 2024 chosen by the membership to serve yet a third 
time. If the membership elects me President in Novem-
ber, I have decided I will serve for only one more year as 
WRIA President.

	 From time to time when I am asked what retirement 
is like and what I do with my time, I say I travel, work 
around the house and yard, visit my family, and serve on 
the WRIA Board of Directors. Sometimes, I’m 
asked “Why do you serve on the board of a community 
association?”

	 Galesville has been my home for decades. I wasn’t 
born here. I married into it!  I’ve visited over 100 coun-
tries but none of them match a sunrise over the West 
River, conversations with villagers and visitors while on 
walks, and dinner at one of our two wonderful restau-
rants. These are some of the things I love about this 
place, and I hope they will be here for many years into 
the future.

	 Galesville sunrises, conversations, and dinners will 
take place whether the West River Improvement Associ-
ation is around or not. But there are some things that are 
happening now and may happen in the future that will 
require attention to make sure these experiences remain 
pleasurable.

	 About four years ago something occurred that threat-
ened to make significant changes to our community.  The 
unoccupied Galesville Fire Hall was sold and the new 
owner filed a lawsuit attempting to take a large portion 
of the Memorial Hall property.  The WRIA fought back 
and won the case in Circuit Court.  The owner of the Fire 
Hall property also sought to change the zoning of the 
property to heavy commercial, a category used for high-
ways in places like Edgewater, Parole and Glen Burnie.  
The WRIA fought back again and won again, making 
sure the property remained residential.

	 Children riding bikes and families strolling with pets 
along Main Street know that at times speeding vehicles 
can create potential traffic dangers. But imagine what it 
would have been like if the WRIA had failed to prevent 
the Fire Hall property from turning into an enlarged 
commercial hub.  To me, when the WRIA stopped this 
from happening was among its finest hours.

	 Climate change is coming and with it, coastal flood-
ing and storm damage. The bioswale at the Hall was cre-
ated because the WRIA worked with the Arundel Rivers 
Federation to demonstrate that there are ways to lessen 
the harmful effects of climate change. These efforts are 
continuing as the WRIA works with County government 
agencies and other partners to obtain funding for projects 
that will help the village minimize the harmful effects 
of climate change that threaten the environment—and 
quality of life of waterfront communities, like ours.

	 As the word spreads about Galesville’s qualities, it is 
inevitable that interest in investing in commercial enter-
prises in the village will increase. Some of these projects 
may not be consistent with our efforts to keep Galesville 
a small and safe waterfront community. The campaign 
this year to keep residential areas zoned residential—and 
not large-scale commercial—and to instead focus busi-
ness development on or near the waterfront was led by 
the WRIA and was very successful.  



	 Three decades ago, the WRIA stopped an effort to 
turn the Woodfield Ice/Oyster Plant into a restaurant. 
This year, the WRIA board was informed by the 
Chesapeake Bay Foundation that it will be purchasing 
the property and turning it into an oyster restoration 
facility, something consistent with the property and 
Galesville’s maritime heritage, as well as our shared 
desire to keep our waters clean and safe for recreation.

	 It’s no secret that Galesville is a great place to have 
a meal and enjoy its ambiance. Visitors, however, some-
times bring some unattractive behaviors that are not 
appreciated by those who live and work here. When one 
or two citizens complain about traffic speed and safety 
problems, enforcement agencies and elected leaders do 
their best to deal with specific instances. When commu-
nity associations such as the WRIA work with them to 
confront persistent difficulties, we have a much greater 
impact. Heightened police presence to curb speeding 
around town can be traced to consistent efforts by the 
WRIA.

	 Finally, I want to mention the Galesville Memorial 
Hall, the centerpiece of our community. Two and a half 
decades ago the building was beginning to fall apart.  
There were some in the village who wanted to demolish 
it and erect a more modern building. The WRIA said 
“No Way!” With the help of Anne Arundel County, funds 
were raised, a US Navy submarine crew based in Norfolk 
was contacted and they volunteered to rebuild the 
foundation, and countless hours from new and long-
time resident volunteers throughout the village restored 
the Hall to its traditional beauty. Today, the Hall hosts 
community gatherings, including the holiday party and 
art and yoga classes, and rentals keep it maintained for 
future generations.

	 The way the WRIA rebuilt the Hall was more than 
just saving a building. It also served to strengthen our 
community. We go about our lives and have casual and 
friendly relationships with others who live in the village, 
but often the only interaction is fleeting. Working on a 
project, whether it’s painting a ceiling or hammering 
nails next to someone for hours, allows you to have more 
substantial conversations that can lead to more lasting 
friendships. This is what community associations do. 
They sponsor projects that allow neighbors and friends to 
share a common purpose that enriches our lives.
_________________________________________	
	

	 On November 3rd, the West River Improvement 
Association will hold its annual membership meeting. 
There will be elections of officers and Board members 
for the 2026 calendar year that evening. 

	 I recognize that some of you, as younger members of 
the community, have demanding jobs and family obliga-
tions that take up much of your time. I know, because I 
was there once. But consider this. In a few years some of 
our Board members may not be able to continue to serve 
and many of the challenges to the village may still be 
here.  

	 I have written this letter from experience and from 
my heart. I hope you will think about this and decide to 
devote some of your time and energy to your village by 
running for election to the WRIA Board of Directors. It 
will make Galesville a better place and believe me it will 
give you the satisfaction of knowing that you’re contrib-
uting to keep it that way.         

	 Sincerely,  

	 Buz Winchester



Coming soon to Galesville: Chesapeake Bay 
Foundation’s (CBF) Truman T. Semans    
Center for Oyster Restoration and Innovation

CONCEPTUAL RENDERING BY BIGNELL WATKINS HASSER 
ARCHITECTURE

For the Love of Oysters 2.0

CBF will up oyster restoration efforts at its new Truman 
T. Semans Center for Oyster Restoration and Innovation 
on the site of the former Woodfield’s Fish &  Oyster 
Company in Galesville, Maryland.

Galesville: A Family Affair

Americans have had a long love affair with oysters. 
In the 1800s, demand for the tasty bivalves spawned 
a boom in oyster canning plants in coastal cities like Bos-
ton, New York, and Baltimore. In the 1900s,  Galesville, 
a small village on Maryland’s West River, became home 
to seven such packing houses.

In 1917, Herman A. and William F. Woodfield, sons of 
a waterman, bought a Galesville oyster canning plant 
that became one of the largest on the East Coast. In its 
heyday, from 1935 to 1945, Woodfield’s Fish & Oyster 
Co. was selling about 150,000 gallons of shucked oys-
ters per year. From September to March, oysters were 
dredged off leased land using company-owned boats and 
purchased from local watermen. In season, Woodfield’s 
employed up to 125 shuckers—some local, some from 
Baltimore—that could tackle 800 bushels a day.

During their peak years, Woodfield’s Fish & Oyster Co. 
employed up to 125 oyster shuckers. 

Courtesy of the Woodfield Family

Woodfield’s oysters were harvested from leased land and 
purchased from area watermen. 

Courtesy of the   Woodfield Family

In addition to oysters, Woodfield’s also sold bagged ice 
and a wide variety of other seafood, including white 
perch, shrimp, scallops, and herring roe to local gro-
cery chains and distributed product to Chicago, Detroit, 
Cleveland, and other large cities.



Woodfield’s Fish & Oyster Co. in Galesville, Maryland, 
sold canned oysters and a variety of other seafood prod-
ucts until the mid-90s. The company began selling ice in 
1966 and continued that business until they were pur-
chased in 2002.

Photo Credit Loren Anne Barnett/CBF Staff

As a child, Herman’s grandson William R. Jr. (Bill) 
would pull a red wagon full of canned herring roe around 
Galesville, selling it for 40¢ a pound. His first memory of 
the plant? “Cold.” The suite of buildings included lots of 
freezer space for storage of fish, oysters, and ice.

About his career at Woodfield’s, Bill says, “I knew in 
the early days that I was going to be there.” He helped 
at the plant by weighing fish and pushing herring to the 
cutter to harvest roe as a teen and came on the scene in 
a more meaningful way after high school and a term in 
the Navy. “Besides time in the Navy, this was my only 
job,” he says. “And I never asked anyone to do anything 
I wouldn’t do.”

William R. Woodfield Jr. (Bill) and his father pose atop a 
giant pile of oyster shell.

Courtesy of the Woodfield Family

Bill’s son Tim worked for the company briefly as a 
young man, driving a Woodfield’s ice truck, but, seeing 
the writing on the wall, Bill encouraged him to seek an-

other path. Due to a decline in both oysters and shuckers, 
oyster canning at Woodfield’s came to a stop in the mid-
90s. Annapolis Produce and Seafood purchased the plant 
in 2002, and Bill continued working with them until they 
closed their doors in 2022.

Bill and Tim and Bill’s sister Shirley Day, who spent her 
entire career in the offices at Woodfield’s, still live in the 
tight-knit community of Galesville along with Russell 
“Blondie” Jones, who worked at the plant from 1961 and 
followed Bill to Annapolis Seafood. Blondie can recount 
the long list of work he performed at Woodfield’s from 
manning the herring table to skimming oysters. “I’m the 
only original [from 1961] still alive,” he says. “I always 
keep moving.”

(left) Evelyn Boulder was one of many shuckers that 
came from Baltimore to work at Woodfield’s. (right) Rus-
sell “Blondie” Jones, a lifelong resident of Galesville, 
prepares oysters for canning.

Courtesy of the Woodfield Family

A Full Circle Moment

Oysters are delicious, but another reason to love them 
is for the ecological benefits they provide. Oysters filter 
excess nutrients, algae, and sediment from our water-
ways and provide food and valuable habitat for a variety 
of marine life.

In search of a home to expand and advance our oyster 
restoration work, this spring, CBF purchased the historic 
Woodfield’s Fish & Oyster Co. site. 

Named after Truman T. Semans, who was instrumental 
in CBF’s founding, the new Truman Oyster Center (The 
Truman T. Semans Center for Oyster Restoration and 
Innovation) will serve as a Bay-wide hub for oyster res-
toration and provide a venue for volunteers, partners, and 
the local community. 



In alignment with our history of leading the green 
building movement (CBF’s buildings in Annapolis and 
Virginia Beach are both shining examples of environ-
mentally sustainable building practices.), the Truman 
Oyster Center will incorporate green features like onsite 
solar power, EV chargers, living shorelines, and storm-
water management. CBF’s stewardship of the property 
will be marked by both the preservation of its history 
and the reinvigoration of its spaces for new and exciting 
opportunities. 

The Truman Oyster Center will build off of our current 
oyster restoration efforts, which include oyster shell 
recycling, oyster gardening, reef ball construction, spat-
on-shell production, and large-scale oyster plantings. 
CBF’s oyster operations are currently based at CBF’s 
Brock Environmental Center in Virginia Beach and 
leased marina space in Shady Side, Maryland, just south 
of Galesville. Mobile oyster operations are performed 
using CBF’s Mobile Oyster Barges, Pru and Lou, in 
Virginia waters, and 60-foot oyster restoration vessel the 
Patricia Campbell in Maryland. 

CBF has a robust program for spat-on-shell (recycled 
shell with oyster larvae that have attached) restoration. 
The process includes recycling shell, combining oyster 
larvae and shell in setting tanks, and growing and plant-
ing oysters.

Photo Credit Caroline Phillips

Reef balls, concrete structures that mimic the structure 
of an oyster reef, are another method of restoration used 
by CBF. Oyster larvae, or spat, attach to reef balls in 
an oyster tank before the reef balls are deployed on a 
sanctuary reef. 

Photo Credit Caroline Phillips

Part of CBF’s dedicated efforts to restore oysters in the Chesapeake Bay, the 60-foot 
restoration vessel 

Patricia Campbell can carry and deposit up to several 
million seed oysters attached to recycled shell per load 
and, using the on-deck crane, place concrete reef balls 
with baby oysters attached on sanctuary reefs.

Photo Credit Erika Nortemann

The Chesapeake Bay’s oyster restoration effort is the 
largest in the world. Getting oysters back in the Bay 
has been one of the save-the-Bay movement’s greatest 
success stories. That progress inspires us to go further 
by scaling oyster restoration efforts. CBF’s new Truman 
Oyster Center will help us do just that. And we can think 
of no better place to do it than the site of the old Wood-
field’s Fish & Oyster Co. plant in Galesville—a commu-
nity with deep oyster roots and a place where neighbors 
often feel more like family.

—Loren Anne Barnett, Director of Creative Services, 
Chesapeake Bay Foundation



Update on Old Town Firehouse Court Case

The Court of Appeals scheduled our case against Old 
Town Firehouse for oral argument on Friday, October 
3rd. Thom Bowen filed the appeal after the Circuit Court 
ruled that Bowen had not proven adverse possession or 
easement on any of the land owned by the WRIA. The 
attorneys for us and for Old Town Firehouse presented 
arguments before the Court of Appeals. There will be 
no more testimony. The Court will issue a written deci-
sion. Often, this takes several months. We continue to be 
grateful to the community for their support in fighting 
this frivolous but costly lawsuit. Additional donations 
for attorney fees can be made to WRIA at PO Box 175.

Galesville Hall New Bioswale/Pollinator Garden

In 2021 the West River Improvement Association 
(WRIA) decided to partner with the Arundel Rivers 
Federation to address the Galesville Hall property’s 
stormwater runoff. Charlotte Graves was our enthusias-
tic project leader. 

We were interested in doing better than a good job to 
resolve the issue. We wanted our project to become a 
model, science-based solution to rainwater management. 
We wanted to both educate and engage our greater com-
munity as we solved our road and parking lots’ runoff 
problems, in addition to adding a wonderful pollinator 
garden to the property to attract bees and butterflies. 

It is amazing to watch how the garden slows down and 
filters the runoff from the parking lots, the downspouts 
on the Hall, and runoff from neighboring properties. 

The bioswale is made of rock, stone, sand, dirt, and 
mulch that is formed into a raingarden and ditch. It holds 
the stormwater so that it can slowly drain and be filtered 
as it travels to and replenishes our underground aquafers 
(Aquia and Magothy). This process also reduces the 
amount of stormwater that flows into the Main Street 
ditches and helps reduce some of the ditch flooding. 

Arundel Rivers Federation, with Mairin Corasaniti as 
lead, has been an excellent partner during this project. 
They took the lead to raise funds and manage the proj-
ect. The funding was provided by the Chesapeake Bay 
Trust. The Bioswale/Garden was designed and built by 

Severn Grove Ecological Design LLC located in 
Annapolis and Easton. WRIA was responsible for pro-
viding community volunteers to plant the pollinators. 

We are very excited about how successful our project 
has become. We learned and are teaching others about 
bioswales and pollinator gardening. We will continue 
to educate the community about stormwater runoff 
treatment. We appreciate all our volunteers and the 
great work from Arundel Rivers Federation and Severn 
Grove Ecological Design. A few more plants will be 
planted in the bioswale this Fall and we will work to 
keep up with the weeding. Please take a stroll around 
the bioswale to enjoy the various plants and trees as 
they mature. Educational signage will be installed 
soon.

Arundel Rivers Federation and WRIA held a “Green 
Ribbon” celebration Friday September 26th to recog-
nize our volunteers and our beautiful Bioswale
 

Watershed Initiative Update

As Galesvillians, we love where we live, but, like all 
things loved, there is room for improvement.  Are you 
interested in helping to address the challenges and 
unlock the potential of our unique village?  Do you 
have ideas on how to structure a more inviting and 
connected waterfront, address sea level rise, improve 
storm-water management, protect and restore shore-
lines, and make Galesville safer for pedestrians and 
bicyclists while preserving the area’s scale and charac-
ter?  Then read on!

The West River Improvement Association, Inc. 
(WRIA) Waterfront Committee was formed 18 months 
ago to explore strategies for creating a more inviting, 
safe, fun, and protected waterfront. This initiative 
aims to create a more welcoming, resilient, and inclu-
sive waterfront for all residents, while also protecting 
Galesville’s native habitats.

The Envision Galesville Report, formally adopted 
in 2022 by the Galesville Heritage Society (GHS), 
Galesville Community Center Organization (GCCO), 
and the WRIA, outlines key principles that guide the 
WRIA Waterfront Committee efforts.   



Calendar

Oct. 28 –	 Chesapeake Bay Foundation, 
	 Trunk or Treat, 5:00 to 7:00 pm., at the 		
	 CBF Truman T. Semans Oyster Center, 		
	 (4701 Woodfield Rd)
Nov. 3 – 	 WRIA General Meeting,
	 Galesville Memorial Hall, 7:00 pm
Nov. 11 – 	 Veterans Day Celebration, 
	 Galesville Memorial Hall, 11:00 am
Nov. 22 – 	 WRIA Bake Sale, 
	 Galesville Memorial Hall, 9:00 am
Dec. 13 –	 WRIA, Holiday Social,
	 Galesville Memorial Hall, 6:00 pm 

Envision Galesville - Process and Principles

The Envision Galesville Report is the product of exten-
sive community input. More than 70% of Galesville resi-
dents and business representatives responded to surveys 
and attended multiple town hall meetings to share their 
ideas on Galesville’s future.  The guiding principles 
identified through this process are: Historic Preservation, 
Commercial, Maritime, and Residential Redevelopment; 
Environmental Stewardship; Social Interaction and Rec-
reation; Vehicle, Pedestrian, and Bicyclist Safety/Con-
nectivity; Diversity, Equality, and Inclusion; and Gov-
ernmental/Private Cooperation and Collaboration. The 
Envision Galesville Report can be found at https://gales-
villeheritagesociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/
Envision-Galesville-Final2-1.pdf

Collaboration, Partnerships, and a Master Plan

The WRIA Waterfront Committee realized early on that, 
to be successful, its mission would require building col-
laborative and partnership relationships with community 
associations (GHS and GCCO), non-profit associations, 
and the County.

To date, the WRIA Waterfront Committee is collabo-
rating with the Resilience Authority of Annapolis and 
Anne Arundel County, the National Park Service (NPS), 
Visit Annapolis, and other partners to launch a commu-
nity-driven master planning process.  With extensive 
community input, the goal is to generate a Galesville 
Master Plan that will serve as a blueprint to define in-
frastructure, aesthetic, and social priorities and projects, 
ensuring the long-term vitality and prosperity of our 
Village.  For example, through surveys and workshops, 
residents may prioritize replacing the antiquated neigh-
borhood storm drain system, restoring and protecting 
the shorelines, and/or creating open spaces to facilitate 
community interaction.
 
WRIA Waterfront Committee Active Initiatives

Creating a Galesville Master Plan is a multi-step pro-
cess that requires planning, funding, collaboration, and 
coordination.  The following initiatives are currently 
underway by the WRIA Waterfront Committee as part of 
its efforts to develop a Master Plan.  More information 
on these initiatives and the Master Plan will be provided 
as progress is made.
1. Galesville was selected by the Coastal and 
Estuarine Research Federation (CERF) as the subject 

community for its nationwide university CERF Design 
Competition.  What an honor!  For the competition, 
entrants from national and international universities 
are tasked with creating a design that addresses Gales-
ville’s pressing environmental challenges, including 
coastal settlement, ecosystem restoration, flood pro-
tection, and economic development.  The competing 
schools will present their recommendations in No-
vember. This is exciting for Galesville, as the students’ 
bold and creative designs could contribute to a future 
vision and policy guide for the town, i.e., the Gales-
ville Master Plan.

2. The WRIA was awarded a grant for technical assis-
tance through the National Park Service Chesapeake 
Gateways Program.  As part of this grant, the Volpe 
National Transportation Center will provide mul-
timodal transportation planning, waterfront access 
consultations, and technical assistance to help shape 
a healthier community and preserve natural habitats. 
Community residents and businesses will be invited to 
attend a workshop in November and provide input for 
this exciting initiative, which supports the Galesville 
Master Plan.
3. The WRIA Waterfront Committee is working with 
the Resilience Authority of Annapolis and Anne Arun-
del County and the University of Maryland Sea Grant 
College to apply for the Watershed Assistance Grant 
Program. This program is a partnership between the 
Chesapeake Bay Trust (Trust), the Maryland Depart-
ment of Natural Resources (MDNR), and the Maryland 
Department of the Environment (MDE) to provide 
support for watershed restoration project designs and 
programmatic development. Funding from this grant, 
if awarded, will be used to fund the Galesville Master 
Plan.


